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HOLOCAUST-ERA INSURANCE ISSUE 
 

STATEMENT BY ROMAN KENT  
 

Treasurer, Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany 
 

The Holocaust Insurance Accountability Act (H.R. 1746), proposed legislation currently 
pending in Congress, would reopen processes that were established to deal with 
Holocaust-era insurance policies through the International Commission on Holocaust Era 
Insurance Claims (“ICHEIC”).   
  
The mission of ICHEIC was to identify and compensate previously unpaid, pre-war Jewish 
insurance policies, at no cost to claimants.  However, the ICHEIC process covered only part 
of the European insurance market. Many European insurance companies were not part of the 
ICHEIC process.  Ultimately, five large European insurance companies participated in 
ICHEIC, in addition to the German insurance companies which participated as part of the 
agreement with the German Foundation.  The German Foundation provided a DM 10 billion 
fund, primarily for former slave and forced laborers. 
  
In the end, ICHEIC distributed approximately a half-billion dollars in payments to 
Holocaust-era insurance policy-holders and heirs of policy-holders and in funding for 
critically needed homecare for thousands of elderly and ailing Holocaust survivors.  In 
addition, through the efforts of ICHEIC, the names of over 500,000 (most likely to be 
Jewish) Holocaust-era policy-holders were published.   
  
We are concerned that the proposed legislation, though intended to assist survivors at a 
time when they need it most, will have negative consequences for survivors worldwide 
and will ultimately cause serious harm to the common goal of all who are involved in this 
issue, especially to the critical efforts to assist the neediest survivors. 
  
First, although the ICHEIC claims and appeals processes have concluded, the insurance 
companies which participated have made commitments to continue to accept and process 
remaining Jewish Holocaust-era claims – applying the ICHEIC standards in their 
decisions – at no cost to the claimants and without regard to any statute of limitations.  In 
addition, the Holocaust Claims Processing Office of New York State will assist survivors 
filing such claims, at no charge. 
  
Second, we believe that the proposed legislation may well raise the expectations of 
survivors only, in the end, to disappoint them. The costs, time and effort required to 
engage in litigation, as the legislation provides, will be excessive, if not prohibitive.  In 
addition, the mandatory publication by the insurance companies of all policy-holders 
will, at this point, yield little new information regarding Jewish policy-holders.  Even 
assuming that European data protection hurdles could be overcome, most of the policies 
which would be disclosed would not be Jewish-purchased policies; many of the policies 
would have been paid; and many of those not paid would have been previously 
compensated.  Thus, we are concerned that the huge expectations that the legislation will 
generate on the part of survivors will simply not be met – leading to upset, 
disappointment and frustration. 
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Finally, the proposed insurance legislation will, by effectively reopening previous 
agreements, significantly damage vital, on-going Holocaust-related negotiations with 
Germany and other governments for the continuation and expansion of hundreds of  
millions of dollars in crucial funding for the neediest survivors in the United States and 
worldwide.  At the same time, it will undermine the support the U.S. government provides to 
survivors as other governments lose faith in the ability of the U.S. to keep its promises. 
 
In addition to the Claims Conference, a number of national Jewish organizations, consisting 
of the American Jewish Committee, Anti-Defamation League, Bnai Brith International, 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, World Jewish Congress, Agudath Israel of 
America, the Holocaust Restitution Committee, World Federation of Jewish Child Survivors 
of the Holocaust and the American Federation of Jews from Central Europe, opposed H.R. 
1746 as originally submitted. 
 
As a Holocaust survivor who has chaired the negotiations with the German government, I 
firmly believe that H.R. 1746, as drafted, will prove detrimental to the general interests of 
survivors in the U.S. and around the world.  
 
We are most appreciative of the tremendously important role the U.S. Congress has 
played in Holocaust restitution and we request support for one of the highest priorities for 
Holocaust survivors - the failure of many governments in Eastern Europe to adequately 
address the issue of Jewish Holocaust-era property. 
 
 
 
 
July 7, 2008 















May 2, 2008 
 
The Honorable Bill Nelson 
Chairman, Subcommittee on International Operations and Organizations, Democracy and 
Human Rights 
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510  
 
Dear Mr. Chairman:  

The undersigned organizations have been active in efforts to secure a measure of justice for 
survivors of the Holocaust and appreciate the ongoing work of the United States Congress to 
highlight and defend the interests of Holocaust survivors. 

In advance of the May 6th Subcommittee on International Operations hearing on Holocaust-era 
insurance restitution, we write to express the opinion that House Resolution 1746, the Holocaust 
Insurance Claims Accountability Act, would not be helpful to these efforts.  Passage of H.R. 
1746 would also undermine the credibility of the broader effort by the U.S. government and 
others to resolve these problems. 

The process established by the International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims 
(ICHEIC) identified and paid over $300 million in insurance claims to tens of thousands of 
claimants and recovered additional funds for home care and other social services benefits for 
survivors worldwide. 

In addition to all the claims that have already been recognized and paid, the companies which 
participated in ICHEIC have made it clear that they will continue to process Holocaust-era 
claims received after the close of ICHEIC and they are currently doing so. 

Passage of the legislation would jeopardize critical ongoing negotiations that are of tremendous 
importance to thousands of needy Holocaust survivors in the U.S. and around the world. 

We welcome the commitment that Congress has demonstrated to this issue and we will be glad 
to work with the Congress on constructive ways to continue to help survivors and their families. 

Sincerely, 

Anti-Defamation League 
Bnai Brith International 
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
World Jewish Congress 









 
The Hidden Child Foundation/ADL, NY KT A - 
Kindertransport Association, NY 
Friends and Alumni of OSE-USA, MD 
European Association of Jewish Child 

Survivors of the Holocaust 
 

Ukrainian Assn. of Jews Former Prisoners 
of Ghetto and Nazi Concentration Camps Aloumim, 

Israel Association of Children of the Holocaust in 
Poland 

Assn. of Child Survivors in Croatia 
Assn. of Jewish War Children - Amsterdam Assn. of 
Unknown Children, Netherlands Child Survivors Group 
of British Columbia Child Survivor Group of Sydney, 
Australia Child Survivors' Assn. of Great Britain-AJR 
Child-Survivors-Deutschland e. V. 
Child Survivors, Hungary 
Child Survivors/Hidden Children of Toronto Children 
of The Shoah, 

Figli Della Shoah, Italy 
Generaciones de la Shea en Argentina Hidden Child 
Assn. of the Netherlands Hidden Child-Praha 
Holocaust Children in Sweden 
Jews Rescuing Jews, Israel 
Melbourne Child Survivors of the Holocaust Mengele 
Twins, Israel 
Montreal Child Survivors/Hidden Children Organizacia 
Hidden Child, 

Ukryvane Diefa Siovensko 
Swiss Assn. of Hidden Children 
Terezin Initiativa-Intemational 
 Terezin Assn. 
Union of Former Ghetto and 
 KZ Prisoners, Lithuania 
Yesh-Ghildren and Orphans Holocaust 
 Survivors in Israel 

 
Assn. of Holocaust Survivors from the 

Former Soviet Union - Brooklyn, NY Bay Area 
Hidden Children, CA 
Child Survivor Group of Orange Co. CA Child 
Survivors, Chicago 
Child Survivors of the Holocaust of Houston Child 
Survivors of the Holocaust, LA 
Child Survivors of the Holocaust 

of N.E. Ohio 
Child Survivors of the Holocaust, NM Child 
Survivors/Hidden Children 

of Palm Beach Co. 
Greater Boston Child Survivor Group Greater Seattle 
Child Survivors 
Hidden Child/Child Survivor Group 

of St. Louis 
Hidden Children/Chicago 
Hidden Children of Rockland County, NY Hidden 
Children of the Holocaust 

of Bergen County, NJ 
Hidden Children of Westchester, NY Hidden 
Children/Child Survivors of 

Michigan 
Holocaust Child Survivors of Connecticut Hungarian 
Hidden Children - New York Jewish Child Holocaust 
Survivors, 
 Philadelphia 
Oregon Holocaust Survivors, 
 Refugees and Families 
Rocky Mountain Regional Gathering 
 of Child Holocaust Survivors 
Survivors of the Holocaust-The Last 
 Generation, Washington/Baltimore 
Yaldei Hashoah, San Francisco 

World Federation of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust 
 

We are the Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust persecuted by the Nazis in ghettos, in camps, in hiding, on the run or forced to leave Nazi 
occupied Europe. Our objectives are to represent the interests of the child survivor community, 
to support each other, to keep alive the memory of the six mil/ion Jews - including the 1.5 mil/ion children - murdered during the Holocaust and 
to pass on our legacy to future generations. We pursue these objectives by telling the stories of our survival, by community interaction, 
education, holding conferences and by fighting anti-Semitism. 

 
July 5, 2008 
 
Hon. John Conyers 
2426 Rayburn Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Conyers 
 
The United States House of Representatives is presently considering 
action on HR 1746. This is a bill designed to give Holocaust survivors 
legal recourse to sue Holocaust-era insurance companies in US 
Federal court for insurance claims they deem are owed but were never 
paid either in part or wholly. 
 
The majority of Jewish organizations in the United States and the US 
government oppose the pending legislation for a variety of reasons. 
They have to do with the small chance for recovery of claims in the 
lifetime of any claimants and the negative effect on pending 
negotiations between Germany and the US on a number of issues. 
 
The World Federation of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust joins 
those opposing the pending bill because it contains the federal cause 
of action section. We believe that the bill should exclude from the 
cause of action any members of ICHEIC since they will continue to 
process cases in any event. Passage of HR 1746 would mean a 
number of negative outcomes. There would be an extremely small 
chance for favorable action in court for any litigant. It is most likely that 
very large attorney's fees would result for the lawyers involved in 
bringing such legal actions. Finally, a more negative climate would be 
created between the United States and Germany. The last of these 
results would have impact negatively on other pending or future actions 
of potential benefit to Holocaust survivors. On balance, the WF sees no 
other course of action than to oppose HR 1746 as it is written. 

 
Stephen F. Adler, Executive Vice President 
World Federation of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust 
for the Executive Committee 

 
President: Stefanie Seltzer (USA), Executive Vice President: Steve Adler (USA), Vice Presidents: Ghana Amon (Israel), Anita Ekstein (Canada). Rudolph Jacobson, (USA), Max Lazer 
(Netherlands), Rene Uchtman (USA), Daisy Miller (USA). Henri Obstfeld (UK), Menta Svob (Croatia), Treasurer. Natafie Gold (USA), Sea"etary: Marianne Kronenberg (USA). 
 

Address: WFJCSH, PO Box 98005, SeatUe, WA 98139-0005. Telephone: 248-932-1835. Email: holocaustchild@comcast.net. Website: www.wfjcsh.org. A 501 (c) (3) non-
profit organization in the USA 






	HR1746-letters.pdf
	013108wjc--pg1.jpg
	013108wjc--pg2.jpg
	020408ADL Foxman ltr re HR1746.pdf
	020408AJC_letter.pdf
	020608bnaibrith.jpg
	042408Attorney Robert Swift Letter opposing HR 1746.pdf
	043008holocaust-restorg.pdf
	Scanner 005.jpg
	Scanner 006.jpg

	050108AJC letter opposing HR1746.pdf
	050208Agudath Israel Letter opposing HR 1746.pdf
	050208Major Jewish Groups Combined Letter Opposing HR 1746.pdf
	050208Organization of Forced Laborers Letter supporting HR 1746.pdf
	050508Central Europe ltr to Nelson5.5.pdf




